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entire strength of the Pathan is today spent in thinking
how to cut the throat of his brother. To what fruitful
use this energy might not be put, if only we could be rid
of this curse !
" Whatever may be the case with other provinces, I
am firmly convinced that so far as the Frontier Province
is concerned, the non-violence movement is the greatest
boon that God has sent to us. There is no other way of
salvation for the Pathans except through non-violence. I
say this from experience of the miraculous transformation^
that even the little measure of non-violence that we have
attained has wrought in our midst. Mahatmaji, we used
to be so timid and indolent. The sight of an Englishman
would frighten us. We thought nothing of wasting our
time in idleness. Your movement has instilled fresh life
into us and made us more industrious so that a piece of
land that formerly used to yield hardly ten rupees worth
of produce now produces double that amount. We have
shed our fear and are no longer afraid of an Englishman
or, for the matter of that of any man."
And he gave an instance of how during the Civil Dis-
obedience days once an English officer accompanied by a
body of soldiers had ordered dispersal of a procession of
the Red Shirts which they had organized. He had a prohi-
bitory order under section 144 in his pocket but would
not show it as he was out to bully. He even tried to
snatch away the national flag which a Red Shirt who was
heading the procession carried in his hand. But the latter
would not surrender it whereupon he grew wild and
shouted out the order ' fire' to his soldiers. But he was
flabbergasted by the calm determination of the Red Shirts
who stood fast where they were, ready to breast the
bullets. He had not the courage to proceed further.
"Mahatmaji, you should have seen his condition. He
could hardly speak. I tried to set him at his ease by tell-
ing him that unarmed as we were, he had nothing to fear
from us and that if he had only produced the prohibitory
order at the outset instead of trying to bear us down by
arrogance and stupidly issuing the order to open fire, we